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Many 
recent 
changes

Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023 (October)

National Planning Policy Framework

December 2023

Ministerial Statements

Most recent December 2023

More Permitted Development Rights

Biodiversity Net Gain – 2024

Flood and Water Management Act

Aviation

Jet Zero, Airspace Modernisation, Noise Action Plans



Most recent changes over the past year or so 

Levelling Up and Regeneration Act - 2023

National Model DM Policies

Local Plans

Design Codes

Infrastructure Levy

Environmental Outcome Reports

Planning reform consultations







• New Local Plans



+ Local Plan Timetable 
(new LDS) 

Design Codes

Unknown: duty to co-operate – what is the replacement?  







October 2023





As yet no details



Compulsory Design Codes – How will they work?





NPPF Changes
• Green Belt 

• Housing – Standard Method is an advisory starting-point for establishing a housing 
requirement for the area + changes to housing land supply ‘test’

• Beauty (well designed) and visual clarity on proposals (images/materials)

• Character and density (plan making) – appropriateness of “uplifts”

• Energy efficiency on the adaptation of existing buildings

• Meeting Older People’s Housing Needs

• Community-led and self build housing and community-led initiatives for low carbon 
energy 

















LURA

• Tracking and reacting to build out rates

• Commencement and completion notices

• Enforcement

• Information about dealings with land – ownership, options etc

• Applications for permissions not substantially different from existing permission

• CPO

• Locally Led Urban Development Corporations

• Infrastructure Levy

• Environmental Outcome Reports

















Observations

Government is reasserting and enhancing the status of local plans at the heart of the 
planning system.

Positive measures

• Digitising the planning process

• Enhanced status for local plans and a more streamlined plan-making process

• Simpler neighbourhood planning statements

• Stronger powers to drive developers to build out e.g. commencement and 
completion notices

• Stronger enforcement powers

• New powers to set up development corporations outside mayoral areas

But … devil in the detail and much of the detail is still to come…

Concerns

• More PD rights – economic impacts; unsuitable new homes

• New Infrastructure Levy (IL)

• LPA resources

• Missed opportunity to strengthen policy on climate change

More thought needed

• Replacing the Duty to Co-Operate with a more ‘flexible’ arrangement



Questions?
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